#1 3
‘Each time I mention you in my prayers, I thank God. I hear about your faith in our Lord Jesus
and about your love for all of God's people.’ Philemon 1: 4 + 5 (Contemporary English Version)

Thank you for our brothers and sisters in the faith, who are pilgrims on the journey of life that
we are making. Thank you for the faith of others and for their love your people. Please produce
more love in us. We ask this so that Jesus will be glorified. Amen

‘God's Spirit makes us loving, happy, peaceful, patient, kind, good, faithful, gentle, and self-
controlled. There is no law against behaving in any of these ways.” Galatians 5:22 + 23 (CEV)

With a heart filled with gratitude I thank you God for the gift of your Holy Spirit who loves to
produce these fruits in my life. Amen.
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‘People of Zion, celebrate in honour of the LORD your God! He is generous.’ Joel 2:23 (CEV)
Take a few moments to think about ways in which God has been generous to you this week.
Today we praise and honour you as we celebrate your generosity. We exalt your name. You
alone are worthy of our praise. Amen.
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‘God's Spirit doesn't make cowards out of us. The Spirit gives us power, love, and self-control.’
2 Timothy 1:7 (CEV)

Thank you Father God, for reminding us so many times that you want us put fear to one side and
chose to trust you and be courageous. Thank you that you are changing me into a person who is
more like Jesus. Amen.

‘Always be joyful and never stop praying. Whatever happens, keep thanking God because of
Jesus Christ. This is what God wants you to do.’ 1 Thessalonians 5: 16 -18 (CEV)

Generous God, as we remember the many ways in which you bless our lives we thank you.
Please fill our hearts with gratitude and help us to keep praying. Increase our desire to please
you. Amen.
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‘Everything God created is good. And if you give thanks, you may eat anything. What God has
said and your prayer will make it fit to eat.’ 1 Timothy 4: 4 + 5 (CEV)

Thank you God for providing for all my physical needs. | receive your provision with gratitude
in my heart. Amen.



‘Don't worry about anything, but pray about everything. With thankful hearts offer up your
prayers and requests to God. Then, because you belong to Christ Jesus, God will bless you with

peace that no one can completely understand. And this peace will control the way you think and
feel.” Philippians p 4:6 + 7 (CEV)

With a thankful heart | ask you God to listen to my prayers and requests. Thank you Lord that |
belong to you, and that you give me peace. Thank you that your peace so freely given controls
the way | think and feel. Amen.
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‘My task is to bring out in the open and make plain what God , who created all this in the first
place, has been doing in secret and behind the scenes all along. Through followers of Jesus like
yourselves gathered in churches, this extraordinary plan of God is becoming known and talked
about even among the angels!’ Eph 3: 9 + 10
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‘My response it to get down on my knees before the Father, the magnificent Father who parcels
out all heavens and earth.” Eph 3: 14 + 15

Magnificent Father, as members of your church we chose to respond to your great plan by
praying. We pray for all members of your church here in St Helens that you would helps us to
have hearts that are responsive and that chose to pray for your church and its part in your plan for
humanity. Amen.
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I ask him to strengthen you by his Spirit — not a brute strength but a glorious inner strength —
that Christ will live in you as you open the door and invite him in.” Eph 3: 16 + 17a
Holy Father, we pray for all believers in St Helens that we would be granted a glorious inner
strength and experience Christ living is us as we keep opening the door to him and inviting Jesus
into our lives. Amen.
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‘Glory to God in the church!
Glory to God in the Messiah, in Jesus!
Glory down all the generations!
Glory through all millennia! Oh, yes!” Eph 3: 21
Along with the universal church throughout all time, and in all places we join our voices crying
out “‘Glory!’ to you Jesus, the Messiah. You alone are worthy of our praise and worship!
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‘And I ask him that with both feet planted firmly on love, you’ll be able to take in with all
followers the extravagant dimensions of Christ’s love.” Eph 3: 17 b

Pray for all churches in St Helens that God’s people will be rooted in his love, and will all grow
in their understanding and experience of Christ’s love. Pray that your own spiritual roots would
become stronger.
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‘Reach out and experience the breadth! Test its length! Plumb the depths! Rise to the heights!
Live full lives full in the fullness of God.’ Ephesians 3: 18 + 19
Loving Father, we pray for all believers in St Helens that we would reach out to you and chose to
experience your love, and chose to live full lives — that’s to say lives full of your love. Amen.
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‘God can do anything you know - far more than you could ever imagine or guess or request in
your wildest dreams.’ Ephesians 3: 20 a
Pray that God’s church in St Helens:
¢ would gain a greater our understanding of God’s character and power.
e that God would stop us from trying to keep him in a box or in our pockets!
¢ that we would be helped to understand that God’s ability to act in favour of his creation is
far beyond our wildest dreams

As you reflect on your own struggles and challenges ask God to give you the faith to believe that
he will do far more than you have imagined or already asked him to do.
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‘He does it not by pushing us around, but by working within us, his Spirit deeply and gently
within us.” Eph 3: 20 b
Loving Father, we pray for the deep and gentle work of your Spirit in the lives of all believers in
St Helens. Out of this deep work may we transformed, healed and become shining lights to a
needy generation. Amen.

. .0
# 1 8,
We pray for:

e pregnant women, that they may carry their babies with care, grace and courage! that they
might have a safe delivery and that they will dedicate themselves to responding to the
emotional, physical and spiritual needs of their child

e couples who are frustrated in their attempts to achieve pregnancy, that they might not
lose hope and be drawn closer to each other
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Lord please provide stable and permanent homes for special needs children seeking adoption.
We pray for birth parents involved in adoption plans for their biological children that they may
be generous and courageous. We pray for all who are seeking to adopt.
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You have loved me with such perfect love, fathered me with such a tender touch
Your faithfulness surrounds my soul; your mercy lifts my head.
How could I repay all you have done?
Father me, faithful Father, father me.
No one else could ever be the perfect Father God to me.
You now clothe me with Your righteousness, hide me in the shadow of Your wings.
And even in my darkest days your light will guide my way.
Hallelujah to the King of grace.
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We pray for teenagers and their families
e teenagers seeking love that they may understand the wisdom and safety of saving sexual
intimacy for marriage
e teenagers confronted with decisions about sexual involvement
o for parents who anguish over the troubles and crises of their teenagers that they be given
wisdom and peace
e parents and carers of teenagers to maintain open lines of communication
o for relationships where mutual trust is nurtured and encouraged to grow
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We pray for couples
e that they will have the courage to put their relationship first in a culture that promotes
material success
¢ inthe “empty-nest” phase, that they might experience renewal in their relationship
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Lord from whom every family on earth takes its name we pray for:
e couples whose relationship has become stale or routine, that they may encounter creative
ways of refreshing their relationship
e couples who have fallen out of love with each other, that their love may be rekindled and
their relationship protected from infidelity, and that they may chose to rebuild their
relationship
¢ the many volunteers who share the imperfect stories of their lives with others in marriage
preparation, marriage enrichment, and family programmes
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Please give strength and courage and wisdom to all families in St Helens that care for children
with special needs. We pray for all parents who are weary and exhausted, give them the wisdom,
patience, and strength to be strong guides to their children.
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‘I have cared for you from the time you were born. I am your God and will take care of you until
you are old and your hair is grey. I made you and will care for you,; I will give you help and
rescue you.’ lsaiah 46: 3 + 4
Pray for the elderly for

e good care provision and adequate living conditions

o their hearts to turn to their Maker and for them to know God’s presence at all times

e their emotional needs to be met
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‘All of creation waits with eager longing for God to reveal his children. For creation was
condemned to lose its purpose, not of its own will, but because God willed it to be so. Yet there
was the hope that creation itself would one day be set free from its slavery to decay and would
share the glorious freedom of the children of God.” Romans 8:19 — 21

We pray for the physical spaces in which we live and work and move. We pray that these spaces
would be cared for by ourselves and others and honoured as God’s creation. We also pray that
the Creator would be recognised and honoured. Amen.
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‘Let us, then, who were the first to hope in Christ, praise God's glory!” Ephesians 1:12
I worship you Lord of all hope. | praise your glory.
| thank you for the times when | have placed my hope in you and renewed my hope in you.
Afresh | place my trust in you today!
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‘I will bless you with a future filled with hope - a future of success, not of suffering.’ Jeremiah
29:11

God of hope, we pray for the “Mission of Hope’ going into the schools of Haydock this week
with the ‘Book of Hope’. We ask that the minds and hearts of the children, of Haydock’s
schools, would be open to receive this message and that many would respond to this message of
God’s love. We pray for the team of young people who are presenting this message in the
schools. Give them boldness and creativity as they present your message. Amen

We especially ask for:
e strength for the members of Haydock Independent Methodist Church and Christ Church
URC who are working together on this exciting mission
e both adults and children in these schools to engage positively with the God of all hope,
and for them to be encouraged for their futures.
e the churches of Haydock as they reach out to children and young people through church
ministries.
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‘I saw that the people were worried, so I said to them and to their leaders and officials, "Don't
be afraid of our enemies. Remember how great and terrifying the Lord is, and fight for your
relatives, your children, your wives, and your homes." Our enemies heard that we had found out
what they were plotting, and they realized that God had defeated their plans. Then all of us went
back to rebuilding the wall.” Nehemiah 4:14 + 15

We pray that
e God would preserve and restore integrity in our local government leaders
e God would enable our local government officers to support His heart’s desires for our
community, both in their decisions and by their actions
e would raise up leaders like Nehemiah for our community
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We pray for those who care for the children of our neighbourhoods — for parents, extended
families, childminders, neighbours, friends, youth and children’s workers school staff, doctors,
nurses and social workers. Give these carers love, courage, strength and wisdom.

‘Teach children how they should live, and they will remember it all their life.” Proverbs 22:6

‘When the Spirit is given to us from heaven, deserts will become orchards thick as fertile forests.
Honesty and justice will prosper there, and justice will produce lasting peace and security. You,
the LORD's people, will live in peace, calm and secure, even if hailstones flatten forests and
cities. You will have God's blessing, as you plant your crops beside streams, while your donkeys
and cattle roam freely about.’ Isaiah 32:15 — 20
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We pray for those struggling with worklessness / unemployment in St Helens. Please open up
more job opportunities. Please give these people a new vision of their future which is based on
your principles, Lord. Amen.
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Pray for those people, both young and older, who lack confidence to enter the jobs / business
arena. May their self confidence increase and may they take positive steps. Amen.
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‘Give praise to the LORD; he has heard my cry for help. The LORD protects and defends me; I
trust in him. He gives me help and makes me glad; I praise him with joyful songs.’
Psalm 28: 6 + 7
As | remember the times when | have cried to you for help my heart is filled with praise. You
are my protector and defender, and | choose to trust in you. Thank you for joyful songs that |
can sing to you. | praise you.
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God the Provider, we pray for those facing difficulties in starting up in business — premises,
security, crime, legislation and finance. Please make possible what seems to be impossible.
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God of dreams, we pray for more people with dreams in St Helens! May their dreams be aligned
with your principles and your plans for their lives. Amen
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We pray for the role of St Helens Chamber in encouraging and supporting new entrepreneurs.
We also pray for the role of the Chamber in supporting those who are seeking to enter or re-enter
employment, who may be struggling with personal difficulties. Please enable the Chamber staff
to be encouragers.

1
Pray for the Chamber staff:
e continued enthusiasm
e wisdom as they work alongside a wide variety of people
e strength in their individual roles
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Father God we thank you for all who enter the doors of the SHINE office. We pray for all who
work for your Kingdom in the SHINE office. We pray that you will bless Angela and Jan in
their work, grant them good health, and bless their families. Amen.
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We pray
o for the organisers of the event and all the practical details
e that many would enjoy these days of Festival and that our town would be enriched
culturally and spiritually through the Festival
e safety of all those who work on the site and all who visit the Festival
e an increasing degree of excellence in what is offered at the Festival
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‘In the same way your light must shine before people, so that they will see the good things you do
and praise your Father in heaven.” Matthew 5:16
Today we praise you and our hearts desire is that many more people in St Helens would praise
you. May your name be lifted high in our lives and our town. Thank you for SHINE’s presence
at the Festival. Thank you for those, who today will be encouraged in their faith journey through
the SHINE tent. Thank you for your love and wisdom. Thank you for all those who will be
volunteers in the SHINE tent. Please give them favour with those who visit the tent. As your
name is glorified in our town many are encountering your love. Amen.
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e the ongoing work of chaplaincy at SAINTS

o the home group that recently started, and for those interested in finding out more about
Christianity

e the new CEO, Tony Colquitt, as he takes up responsibility for the overall running of the
club

e wise decision making and that the future direction of the club and its influence within
the town would be wholesome and helpful
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Let us pray for other clubs and chaplains both within rugby league and other sports.
Please pray particularly for Brian Noble, coach of Wigan, who is considering appointing a
chaplain for the Warriors.
What a great blessing that would be for the team and Wigan, too.
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Please pray for Jason and Deanne Hooper and their family as they make an early return to
Australia following Jason's unexpected retirement due to injury. Pray for his complete healing
and that as a family they will settle in quickly back at home and adapt to their new
circumstances. We ask God for his blessing upon them.
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Father God we thank you for the blessing of sports and recreational activities. As we think of the
hobbies and leisure activities that we enjoy, we pray that our lives would be enriched for both
our benefit and the well being of others. We thank you for gardens, allotments, parks and sports
facilities. Help us to care for these good gifts that you so freely give to us. Amen.
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“Youth Aflame’ is taking place this weekend event taking place from 13-16 July
We ask God to bless

¢ high quality, fun events at the Parish Church in the evenings

o afamily fun day in Taylor Park on Saturday 14 July
We thank God for the privilege of having with us Pastor Greg Homes, from Canada who has
experienced a mighty move of God in his home church in Sarnia, Onatario. Greg will be
ministering each evening and you can find out more about Greg at www.revivalnation.com
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Imagine a gathering of young people, irrespective of denomination, on fire for God, passionate
for Jesus and full of the Holy Spirit. We believe it is important for you to know that God has
been laying on people’s hearts a desire to respond to the spiritual needs our young people face.
As a result, some of the youth leaders from churches in St Helens have met to look at ways of
working together to reach out and encourage the young people in St Helens. It is our aim to
establish a youth church in the centre of St Helens that would be relevant, lively and accessible.
Our next step towards this is to hold a youth outreach event “Youth Aflame” in the centre of
town.
Please pray:
o that Youth Aflame will reach out to young people with the relevant and dynamic good
news of Jesus Christ
e that this reaching out will launch the birth of a united youth church.
o for the fulfilment of the vision to see a gathering of young people who worship God and
receive relevant teaching and ministry that will equip them to live the Christian life in
their own churches, homes and schools
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‘God is wise and powerful! Praise him forever and ever. He controls the times and the seasons;
he makes and unmakes kings; it is he who gives wisdom and understanding. He reveals things
that are deep and secret; he knows what is hidden in darkness, and he himself is surrounded by
light. I praise you and honour you, God of my ancestors. You have given me wisdom and
strength; you have answered my prayer and shown us what to tell the king.” Daniel 2: 20 -23
You alone know the beginning from the end; you alone know the things that are too deep for us
to understand. We, mere mortals, worship you, the infinitely powerful, great and wise God. We
praise you for answering our prayers and for giving us wisdom. Amen.

> ! $_
We thank God that the ‘Faithful cities presentation at the Town Hall in April was warmly
received. Thank you Lord, for granting this presentation favour with our authorities. We pray
for the development of the relationships:

e between the churches and the Community Empowerment Network

e Dbetween the churches and St Helens College
May these developing relationships bear fruit for the Kingdom of God.
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‘I pray that your love will keep on growing and that you will fully know and understand how to
make the right choices. Then you will still be pure and innocent when Christ returns. And until

that day, Jesus Christ will keep you busy doing good deeds that bring glory and praise to God.’
Philippians 1:9 -11

Barton Street Mission, Bethel Mission Piggot Street, Christian Life Centre, Lowe House, Holy
Cross, Ormskirk Street U R C, Baptist Church, St Helens Parish Church, St Mark’s North Road,
St Thomas’, Society of Friends and Wesley

Lord God we pray for St Helens town centre churches that they would be congregations whose
members are growing in love for you, each other and those who are not yet part of your church.
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The town centre churches all face many challenges and so we may pray we pray for

adapting to changing circumstances
good use of premises

welcoming churches

being caring communities
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Change involves risk taking. May our churches be communities where risks are taken,
acceptance is offered and space is given to allow people to fail
We ask God to give churches creativity as they
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re-imagining how we ‘do’ church
re-imagining how we ‘do’ discipleship
grow in willingness to take risks

plan for growth
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Mike Kerry of Mersey fest asks us to pray for:

wisdom for the Merseyfest Trustees as they seek to develop the next phase and
particularly for their work with Liverpool Hope University and Love and Joy Ministries
as they seek to plan for the Festival of Hope

vision to contribute to the 1 million

hours of kindness being sought nationally by Hope '08 in the projects that it is planned to

undertake next year
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‘And seek the peace of the city where I have caused you to be exiled, and pray to Jehovah for it.
For in its peace you shall have peace.’ Jeremiah 29:7

We pray for the ministry of IMPACT (In Merseyside Police and Church Together),
especially remembering the prayer coordinator Lyn Connolly as she speaks and brings
the of message hope and reconciliation to communities throughout Merseyside. We ask
you to give strength and comfort to Lyn as she testifies to your sustaining love. We pray
for all who have received Bibles that these Bibles would become treasured books and
bring spiritual life to their readers. We ask this so that the name of Jesus would be lifted
up high in Merseyside. Amen.

God encouraged the Israelites to pray for the city where he had sent them to live. We
pray for all who are involved in law and order in the Northwest. We pray for our police
officers, judges, court officers, magistrates, prison staff and probation officers. We
remember all who run community groups that seek to bring about reconciliation and
which work for the good of our communities. Lord grant us peace in our communities.
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‘Praise our God, all nations; let your praise be heard.’ Psalm 66:8

| praise you God, for truly you are the Lord of all the nations. 1 join my voice in praise with
millions of voices across the world today. You are worthy of praise, you are worthy of honour
and your name is above all other names. | honour you name today and | wait in eager
anticipation for that great day when every knee will bow at your name!



> 1 % . 0O .

Military might does not make us mighty nation, but rather moral might makes a nation mighty.
Proverbs 13:34 tells us that righteousness is what exalts a nation, but sin is a reproach to any
people. Our nation as with all nations needs to understand that their legacy will not be seen from
the perspective of their humanly wise legislations, or by the size of their welfare programmes,
but rather by the depth of their devotion and adherence to the laws of the Kingdom of God.

Father, | pray for those in authority in our land, and particular today for those who bear your
name unashamedly. Father, remind them that there is NOTHING to prevent you from saving by
many or by few. Bolster and build their spirits today to trust in you with all their heart. Let them
call upon your Name before every committee meeting and directive they must act upon. Let
them choose the fear of God and not the fear of man. And Lord, let them see the reward of their
godly actions, lest they faint in their minds. Strengthen them, encourage them, and bless their
families and homes in a mighty way, in Jesus’ Name, Amen.

1 +

# O . 0]

God will never give responsibility without also providing with it the authority to carry it out.
Where more responsibility is accepted, authority levels increase. Today as we pray for those in
authority, remember too that God has given you different spheres of influence. Look afresh at
the responsibilities God has offered to you, and if you accept them, then know that there is God’s
authority backing you up, to carry it out. As you pray for yourself and for our nation’s leaders
you can pray the following prayer:

Father, teach me how to go in and out and find green pasture for those under my area of
influence. | declare today that you are my source of wisdom and creativity. Yes, | will read and
study, but above all 1 will approach your throne in humility and ask for a good heart to shepherd
your people. Keep me from hidden sin, and as | hear you speak, grant me great boldness to carry
out your will. In Jesus, Name, Amen.

‘The LORD always does right and wants justice done. Everyone who does right will see his
face.’ Psalm 11:7
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We are poor. We have no power so we cannot say how long we will be here in Chad. When you
ask when we will go home, | have no answer.” Ibrahim Moussa,50, speaking from a refugee
camp in Chad.

Tearfund relief teams and partners are working in Darfur and in neighbouring Chad, providing
people with vital food aid, clean water and sanitation. They are also helping people grow their
own food. In Chad they are working in refugee camps and surrounding communities, helping
people learn money-making skills and running children’s clubs.

Please pray:
e for peace to come to Darfur

e that governments and rebel leaders will act wisely and justly and will work for the best
interests of the people of the region

o for safety for relief agencies as they deliver aid and work with those affected by the
conflict.



We giv-e thanks for the -rJersevérance of Chrijstians who dedicated their lives to ending the slave
trade and the hopeful example they set in their faithful campaigning.

We pray that during this 200th anniversary of the abolition of the slave trade, the world would
again see Jesus in people who are worshipping him and changing history today.

We pray for those people around the world who are dedicating their lives to ending poverty and
suffering in their communities.

We pray for an end to cruel forms of modern-day slavery such as child trafficking and forced
labour.
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You are merciful, LORD! You are kind and patient and always loving. You are good to
everyone, and you take care of all your creation.’ Psalm 145: 8 + 9
# 1
Lord, you are patient and always kind, ready to hear my prayers. Help me to bear someone’s
burdens by listening at length to all they want to say. Amen.
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Merciful God, thank you for reconciling me to yourself. Please help me to speak words of
reconciliation to someone | have found difficult in the past. Amen.
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‘With all my heart I praise the LORD! I will never forget how kind he has been. The LORD
forgives our sins, heals us when we are sick, and protects us from death. His kindness and love
are a crown on our heads. Each day that we live, he provides for our needs and gives us the
strength of a young eagle. For all who are mistreated, the LORD brings justice.” Psalm 103: 2 -
6

As | remember all that you have done for me, all that you are doing for me and all that you will
do for me - | praise you Lord for your marvellous love and compassion towards me!
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The miracles performed by Jesus are an expression of his love for all those he meets on his

journey. In gratitude to Jesus for all he continues to work in us let us too proclaim, as the crowds
of his time did: ‘He even makes the dear to hear and the mute to speak.” Chiara Lubich

Jesus, | ask you to help me to speak to others about my convictions and my experiences of your
love. Amen.
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‘He has shown you, O man, what is good. And what does Jehovah require of you but to do
Justice and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God?’ Micah 6:8

Jesus identifies himself with the small, the poor and the needy. How can I listen to these people
today? How can | pray for them? How can | be an instrument of mercy and show them
kindness? Teach me Lord to love mercy and | ask that I might walk humbly with you today and
in the coming months and years. Amen.

Thank you for praying,
Sally Bartlett on behalf of SHINE



